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(Translation) Mailed: October 21 , 2003 

NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No.: 2001-066983 

Examiner's Notice Date: October 15, 2003 

Examiner: Ryusuke Mori 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 DAYS of the mailing date hereof. 

REASONS 

1 . The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (1 ) (iii) of the 
Patent Law as being described in the following publication 
distributed in Japan or a foreign country prior to this application or 
the invention made available to the public through electric 
telecommunication lines in Japan or a foreign country prior to this 
application. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 6 and 7 
Reference 

1 . Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 03-1 17277 (page 4, upper left 
column, line 1 through page 5, upper right column, line 11, and page 5, lower 
left column, line 18 through lower right column, line 10) 

Note: 

Reference 1 (page 3, lower left column, lines 4-10, and page 4, upper left 
column, line 14 through upper right column, line 15) describes "sampling picture 
signals, which are output in predetermined intervals, in an interval equal to an 
integral multiple of a flicker cycle and an integral multiple of a readout cycle of 
the picture signal, and separating the picture signal into a plurality of picture 
signal components". This is same as the invention related to claim 1 of the 
present application. 
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The description "comparator (28), (38), (48)" of Reference 1 corresponds 
to "detection means" of the invention related to claim 1 of the present 
application. 

Reference 1, page 5, lines 9-10, describe "computing a focus position of 
a camera lens system by interpolating computing based on a plurality of peak 
positions" in the same way as the invention related to claim 1 of the present 
application. 

Therefore, there are no differences between the invention disclosed in 
Reference 1 and the invention related to claim 1 of the present application, and 
thus the two inventions are the same. 

Moreover, there are no differences between the invention disclosed in 
Reference 1 and the invention related to claim 6 of the present application, and 
thus the two inventions are the same. 

The matters restricted in the inventions related to claims 2 and 7 of the 
present application are described in Reference 1, page 5, lines 9-10. 



REASONS 

2. The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (2) of the 
Patent Law, as being such that the invention could easily have 
been made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the invention described in the 
following publication(s) distributed in Japan or a foreign country 
prior to this application or the invention made available to the 
public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or a 
foreign country prior to this application. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-10 
Reference 

1. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 03-117277 
Note: 

It is not especially difficult for a person skilled in the art to derive the 
inventions related to claims 1,2,6 and 7 of the present application, based on 
the invention disclosed in Reference 1 . 

Whether to use the arithmetical mean value or the weighted mean 
interpolating computing in interpolating computing is a matter of design variation 
which a person skilled in the art can appropriately select. 

Therefore, there is no special difficulty in deriving the invention related to 
claims 3-5 and 8-10 of the present application, based on the invention disclosed 
in Reference 1 . 
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